Report
on
First Consultative meeting on 02.08.2019 at Nogli, Rampur for
Preparation of DPR of Sutlej River Basin
The Himalayan Forest Research Institute (HFRI), Shimla organized first
Consultative Meeting for preparation of Detailed Project Report (DPR) for
rejuvenation of Sutlej river basin through forestry intervention on 2nd August,
2019 at Forest Complex Nogli, Rampur, Shimla. About 50 number of
representatives from Himachal Pradesh State Forest Department and
stakeholders of different line departments including Ecotourism Deptt.
Divisional Forest Offices (DFOs), Assistant Conservator of Forests (ACFs), Range
Offices (ROs) and representatives from Hydro Electric
Power Projects Rampur HPS, Luhri HEP, NJPS Jhakri
(HEPs), Agriculture Department,

Horticulture Deptt,

PWD Deptt., native villages of the basin area, NGO
(HIMOARD), etc. actively participated in the meeting.

The meeting was organized by DPR Sutlej team led by
Dr. Sandeep Sharma, River Coordinator and Sh. Akhil
Kumar, Team Leader along with other team members.
Sh. Anil Thakur, IFS, CCF Rampur, Forest Circle was the Chief Guest of
the meeting and inaugurated this first Consultative Meeting.
The meeting started with the formal welcome address by Sh. Akhil Kumar,
Team Leader – Sutlej River Basin. He welcomed all the delegates participating
in the Consultative Meeting and thanked Chief Guest, Sh. Anil Thakur, IFS,
CCF Rampur Forest Circle, HPFD for sparing his valuable time. He also
apprised all the participants about brief
background

and

various

issues

of

this

Consultative Meeting. After this, Dr. Sandeep
Sharma, River Coordinator (Sutlej) delivered
an

elaborated

presentation

for

the

preparation of Detailed Project Report (DPR)
of Sutlej River through forestry interventions.
While presenting he briefed about Himalayan Forest Research Institute,
Shimla and informed that HFRI has been given task of DPR preparation of
Indus River Basin, comprising of five main Rivers viz. Sutlej, Beas, Ravi,
Chenab and Jhelum of H.P. and J&K. He informed the house that this
meeting is being held for the preparation of DPR of Sutlej River. He
emphasized that the major motive of the meeting is to bring the various

stakeholders such as HPSFD officers and representatives from different Line
Departments on one platform to undertake holistic approach for preparation of
good DPR for Sutlej River Basin. Talking about importance of rivers and river

ecosystem, he described rivers as the arteries of the catchment area. He
highlighted the importance of forests and forestry interventions for reducing
soil erosion and for effective management of forests. He then elaborated main
objectives and activities to be undertaken for the DPR preparation through
forestry interventions.
After this, Dr. R.S. Minhas, Chairman, HIMOARD, Khaneri, Rampur
delivered

his

lecture

highlighting

the

importance of forests and talked about
communities and farmers perspective. He
said that decreasing forests are the main
cause of increase in silt load in Sutlej
River. He stressed on plantation of tree
and shrub species especially of medicinal
use on the banks and in the catchment
area of river basin wherever possible. He
also

stressed

on

the

need

of

proper

management and disposal of solid waste
from urban localities and hospitals and said that there should be proper muck
disposal plans. He said that there is excessive and unscientific use of
pesticides and insecticides in the apple and pomegranate belt which has
caused biomagnifications and thus resulting increased diseases and cancer
cases in the area.
Sh. R.R. Bhalaik, HPFS and Retd. Forest Officer, delivered his talk on CAT
PLAN of Sutlej River of Himachal Pradesh. During his presentation, he
highlighted about major tributaries
and micro watersheds of Sutlej River
Basin. Further, he explained about
native flora of basin like Berberis spp.,
Juniperus polycarpos, Populus ciliata,
Salix spp., Cedrus deodara and also
about

mixed

dominant

Coniferous

shrubs

such

as

Forests,
Carissa

opaca, Carissa spinarum, and important medicinal plants like Aconitum

heterophyllum, Picrorrhizza kurroo and Rhododendron campanulatum etc. Later

on he emphasized the importance of construction of dams for reduction of silt
load in the basin area. He further highlighted the problems of the basin like
encroachments by local communities around Sutlej, depletion of water
resources and reduction of availability of drinking water to villages around
Sutlej Basin, he also stressed upon the occurrence of frequent landslides in
the fragile ecosystem of the basin area. He said that this DPR Sutlej document
through extremely valuable inputs gathered from the interactions with Officials of
the Department of Forests, Local Entities and the Officers of other Line
Departments would certainly be more practicable and implementable in the basin
area.

In his address, Shri Anil Thakur, IFS, CCF Rampur Forest Circle said that
the Sutlej is very important river of the Indus basin which support and
sustains the livelihoods of a large populace of the hill and downstream plains.
On this occasion, he highlighted the cultural and religious significance of
Indian River system and said that nature worshiping is the legacy of Indian
culture. He opined that Union and State Governments are quite concerned
about the issues and challenges of nature and natural resources viz. land,
rivers, environment and forests.

He

further said that the ambitious task
of DPR preparation of Sutlej River is
very timely and all the concerned
state departments are required to
show seriousness for execution of
this work and come forward with
recommendation and suggestions for
this

work.

He

appreciated

the

initiative being taken by Ministry of
Environment,

Forests

&

Climate

Change, GoI, for rejuvenation of Sutlej river systems through forestry
intervention. He expressed that with the preparation DPR of Sutlej river basin,
Himachal Pradesh would be one of the major beneficiary among other states.
While concluding his address, he emphasized that Scientists, forest officers,
engineers, subject matter specialists, NGOs participating

in the meeting,

would provide their valuable inputs for drafting a good report for rejuvenating
this very important Himalayan river basin. He said that with the association
of eminent experts on one platform, it is expected that it would definitely
provide a very useful input for preparing a good DPR of Sutlej River Basin.

In the second session of the meeting, Dr. Sandeep Sharma, discussed different
data collection formats like Natural, Agriculture, Urban Landscapes and other
activities

formats

with

Officers/officials

of

Himachal

Pradesh

Forest

Department and representatives of other line departments and apprise them
of different data to be collected for incorporation in the Preparation of DPR
Sutlej. Various queries of delegates answered with expert advice.
In the end, Sh. Akhil Kumar, Team Leader Sutlej, HFRI, Shimla, proposed a
Vote of thanks and expressed the heartfelt thanks to all the dignitaries,
delegates, resource persons and participants of the Meeting.
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